COMMONWEALTH OF PENNSYLVANIA

DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION
333 MARKET STREET
HARRISBURG, PA 17126-0333

www.pde.state.pa.us

August 11, 2011

Dr. Joanne Barnett

Chief Executive Officer

Pennsylvania Virtual Cyber Charter School
One West Main Street N

Suite 400 '

Norristown, PA 19401

RE: Pennsylvania Virtual Cyber Charter School

Dear Dr. Barnett:

Thank you for your cooperation during the cyber charter renewal process. After
reviewing the documents provided in your renewal application, the Department is pleased

to award a 5-year renewal of Pennsylvania Virtual Cyber Charter School.

Enclosed is a signed copy of your rénewed Charter Agreement. This agreement will need

" 10 be renewed in 2016.

- Marlene Kan_uck, BEA 2 - SRR
Charter School Coordinator
Bureau of Teaching and Learning

Enclosure



DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION.

In Re: PA Virtual Cyber Charter
Cyber Charter School Renewal ‘ July 27,2011

Background
Amendments to the Charter School Law (“CSL”), 24 P.S. §§17 1701-A - 17- 1751-A that became

effective July 1, 2002 include new Subchapter (c), which sets forth new provisions for the establishment and
oversight of cyber charter schools. See, Act of June 29, 2002, No. 88, §14, adding 24 P.S. §§_17-1741-A to 17--
1751-A (“Act 88”). Pursuant to Act 88, the Depa_ﬂmeﬁt of Education (the “Department™) has tﬁe_ authority and
resp.onsibﬂity to renew orunot renew the charter of a charter school that provides instruction through the Internet
or other electronic means and was approved under section 1717-A or 1718-A of the CSL. 24 P.S. §1741-A
(a)(2). The Department shall reveke or deny renewal of a charter under the provisions of section 1729-A. 24
- P.S. §17-1741-A(a)(3). If the Department sends a netice of non-renewal to the cyber charter schoel, it must
hold a public hearing concerning the non-renewal. 24 P.S'.‘ §17-1729-A(c). |

Pennsylvania V1rtua1 Cyber Charter (PA Virtual) eubmitted a renewal application to eonfinue e‘perating- |
as a cyber cherter school. | | | | | |

Based on its review of PA Virtual’s renewal application, and s_ubsequent information, the

Department is renewing PA Virtual’s charter for a period of five (5) years.
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" DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION

In Ret PA Virtual Cyber Charter

Technical Assistance ’ : July 27, 2011

Technical Assistance Provided as a Result of the Review:

1.

PA Virtual is reminded that charter schools, including cyber charter schools, are not permitted to

offer Pre-Kindergarten or Dual Enrollment programs. PA Virtual states in its application that it is

currently not offering a pre-Kindergarten program. It is not clear whether PA Virtual anticipated
offéring a pre-Kindergarten program in the future. The Departxﬁent wants to clérify that charter schools,
including cyber charter schools, are not_authorized to provide pre-Kindergarten programs.
PA Virtual is contemplating a variety of changes to programs, etc. for the future. PA Virtual must
understand that changes to curriculum or programs are considered to be material changes to thé charter.
Therefore, before implementing any such chang_é, PA Vir_tual must submit the changed curriculum ér
program to the Depaﬁfnent for review aﬁd approval. The Department haé specific issues W1th three of
the prospective programs and is requiring PA Virtual to provide more information about the Lyceum
and GED programs. In addition, the Departme.n‘; haé identified an issue with the Twilight program ;[hat
would limit when PA Virtual could offer that program.
~a. PA Virtual states in i'-ES plans for the future that it would operate a Liyceum program for those
students who need to be stretched/challenged. Within this program, PA Virtual states that it
would include college courses. Ifc'is not clear What PA Virtual meansby mcludmg col_iege N |
courses. PA Virtual cannb"c include college courses in ifs curricﬁiuni unless anid until the
'Departr'nent reviews fhe brogram and determines if PA Virtual’s prbgram .ce.m be approved.
b. Another program in its futﬁre plans is a GED program for students who would drop out of school
and do not obtain a diploma. It is unclear how PA Virtual would operate such a program.
c. The Twilight program would include students who do not succeed in a traditional high school
program and PA Virtual contemplates operating this program on Saturdays. However, Section

1502 of the Public School Code, to which PA Virtual is subject, does not allow a school to be



open for ordinary instruction on any Saturday unless M‘qnday 18 ﬁxled by the board of directors as
the weekly holiday. Thus, for PA Virtual to count Saturdays as days that PA Virtual is “open,”
the board must fix Monday, for the entire school and for the entire school year, as the Wéeldy
holiday. Even though students can access PA Virtual on a 24/7 basis, students cannot be counted
as being in attendance for instruction on a Séturday unless Monday is the weekly holiday.
Therefore, PA Virtual is reminded that pro grammatié changes must be submitted to the -

: Departinent for review and approval prior to implementation.



